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80 Inches, but in the north-east it is considerably less. On the
lower lands and in the river valleys there are forests; the uplands
are generally covered with grass; and in the area of low rainfall,
caatinga prevails. The population is small, and there is as yet
little economic development. Mat to Grosso is practically un-
inhabited; in Goyaz and Minas Gcraes cattle arc raised on the
canipos; and the south-east of Minas Gcraes is devoted to agri-
cultural and pastoral pursuits for the benefit of Rio de Janeiro,
Mate grows extensively in the south of Goyaz.
When this region is more Cully developed, one of its chief sources
of wealth will probably be found in its great mineral deposits.
Some gold is mined, and Brazil has a. practical monopoly of the
carbonados or black diamonds used in mining drills. Within
recent years large deposits of iron have been located, but the
difficulties of transport have hitherto prevented their proper
exploitation. The best known deposit is in Minas Gcra.es, in that
section of the Espinlui.9o range which forms the divide between
the Rio Doce and the Sao Franeiscio. In the metamorphosed
sedimentary beds, which here overlie the crystalline; schists, occurs *
the iron-hearing quartntc known as "ilahirite/' the iron content
of which is remarkably high. The total resources of Minas Geraes
have been estimated at 12,000,000,000 tons of hematite ore, con-
taining 50 per cent or more of iron, This would seem to indicate
that Brazil may one day become one of the greatest producers of
iron ore in the world; at present development is slow orx account
of the want of fuel and of good means of communication.
Among other minerals found in the Central region are manganese,
platinum, copper, and graphite. Of the first of these Brazil is
an important producer; large reserves are situated at Ouro
Preto and elsewhere on the border of the iron ore region, and
a considerable amount is exported, mainly to the United States;
their Ml exploitation is hindered by the lack of adequate trans-
port facilities.
COMMUNICATIONS are still in a very undeveloped state. The
mountainous nature of much of the country, the steep escarpment
between the sea and the interior, the heavy rains, and the luxuriant
vegetation, are all hostile to roads. In the north, the Amazon acts
as a great highway, and is navigable to beyond Iquitos in Peru by
ocean-going steamers. In the south, around Porto Alegre, there